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ChatGPT reduces the language ability and critical thinking of 
students and academicians 

 

Prof. Shalini R. Urs, former Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Mysore, 

addressed the gathering during a collaborative special lecture on "ChatGPT and Academic Writing." 

The event, organized jointly by the Departments of Library and Information Science, Journalism and 

Mass Communication, English, and Computer Science, took place at Vijnana Bhavana, 

Manasagangotri of the University of Mysore. Attendees included a large number of students, 

researchers, faculty, and staff.  

 

Prof. Shalini R. Urs discussed the captivating topic of "ChatGPT and Academic Writing" during her 

presentation. She emphasized the growing prominence of ChatGPT, an AI chatbot developed by 

OpenAI, capable of generating responses to diverse questions. The technology's swift emergence and 

ability to create various content types, including text, images, and code, have captured attention, 

transforming content creation, including academic writing. 

 

Prof. Urs detailed the underpinning technology driving ChatGPT—Large Language Models (LLMs). 

These models, driven by large-scale artificial neural networks, excel in natural language processing 

tasks, like text generation and classification. With billions of parameters, LLMs display remarkable 

capabilities. 

 

Academic writing, vital for scholarly communication, was explored by Prof. Urs. She discussed the two 

types: student and expert academic writing, both demanding precision, research, and clarity. Prof. Urs 

highlighted AI's potential in enhancing academic tasks, including data analysis, literature review, and 

experiment design optimization. ChatGPT, specifically, can assist in generating ideas, managing 

citations, and refining essay writing. 

 

    
 

The talk not only elucidated the academic writing process but also showcased ChatGPT's role as a 

virtual assistant to boost efficiency. Prof. Urs stressed the ethical use of AI tools to elevate academic 



writing while upholding integrity and ethics. 

 

During his presidential speech, Prof. Muzaffer H. Assadi of the Department of Political Science and In-

Charge Chairman of Department of English emphasized that society should make the most of the 

advantages presented by AI. However, there are clear and evident threats that have already surfaced in 

our communities. AI technology has the potential to create a division within society, categorizing 

individuals into those who possess AI-related advantages and those who do not.  

 

The impact of AI on our existing civilization, which centers around human affairs, is compared to the 

solemn toll of a death bell. The power of AI is so immense that it is being likened to a new revolution, 

emerging subsequent to the scientific revolution that shaped our world. Nevertheless, this technological 

advance comes with adverse effects, particularly in the job market and for the workforce. 

 

The commencement of AI-based news anchoring is merely the initial stage of a much larger 

transformation. It represents just a small fraction of the changes that AI is bringing to various sectors. 

This shift has been acknowledged as the tip of the iceberg, implying that there is much more to uncover 

beneath the surface. 

 

Prof. Assadi issued a cautionary piece of advice to students. He stressed the importance of using 

ChatGPT, and similar AI tools, judiciously and with careful consideration. This counsel stems from the 

understanding that while AI can be a powerful tool, it also requires responsible handling to navigate its 

potential drawbacks and unintended consequences. 

 

Prof. N.S. Harinarayana, Chairman of the Department of Library and Information Science, led 

discussions on the topic by delving into the controversy surrounding ChatGPT and Academic Writing”. 

He highlighted the clash between traditional academic methods and advanced AI technology, 

addressing the potential impact of ChatGPT on the authenticity of academic writing. Prof. 

Harinarayana noted concerns about reduced critical thinking, blurring of human and machine-generated 

content, and ethical considerations. He emphasized the importance of balancing technological progress 

with the integrity of scholarly endeavors. 

 

   
 



Prof. H.S.Nagendraswamy, Chairman, Department of Studies in Computer Science, Prof. Sapna M.S., 

Chairman, Department of Studies in Journalism and Mass Communication and Prof. Chandrashekara 

M from the Department of Studies in Library and Information Science were among the attendees. 
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